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To  the  Cheadle  and  Qatley 
Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I BEG  to  present  my  Annual  Report  of  the  Cheadle  and 
Gatley  Urban  District  for  the  year  1895. 

As  in  previous  years,  I am  required  by  a memoianda 
issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  to  state  and  restate 
facts  about  the  district  which  have  been  mentioned  in  former 
Annual  Reports.  The  district  is  mainly  a residential  and 
agricultural  one.  There  has  been  no  increase  ip  the  number 
of  trades  carried  on  in  the  district,  which  were  fully  described 
in  the  Annual  Report  for  1892.  They  are  all  of  a healthy 
character,  and  the  health  of  the  operatives  is  good. 

From  December  3fst,  1894,  to  December  31st,  1895, 
a total  of  143  deaths  were  registered  in  the  district,  of  which 
12  occurred  at  the  Royal  Lunatic  Asylum  and  6 at  the 
Convalescent  Hospital,  i.e.,  excluding  institutions  123, 
belonging  to  the  district  proper.  The  number  of  births 
during  the  same  period  was  207  (112  males  and  95  females). 
In  tables  A and  B are  given  the  ages  and  special  causes  of 
death,  together  with  the  area  of  the  district  ; the  population 
(census  1891,  7,54°)  estimated  population  to  the 

middle  of  1895  (8,000),  calculated  by  estimating  the  increase 
in  the  number  of  houses  (21)  and  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  births  over  that  of  deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  (excluding  institutions)  in  1895 — 125  ; 

in  1894 — 105.  Increase,  20. 

The  number  of  births  registered  (excluding  institutions)  in  1895 — 207  ; 

in  1894 — 202.  Increase,  5. 

The  death  rate  (population  8,000)  per  1000  in  1895 — 15’62;  in  1894 — 

I3'37- 

The  birth  rate  (population  8,000)  per  1000  in  1895 — 25'87  ; in  1894 — 

257- 

In  1895  32%  of  the  deaths  were  over  65,  in  1894  31 ‘4%. 

In  1895  16%  of  the  deaths  were  under  i,  in  1894  24*7%, 

Deaths  under  i year  per  1000  births  registered  in  1895 — 96 ’6,  in  1894— 

1287. 
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During  the  year  (excluding  the  institutions)  there 
were  74  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  ; in  1894,  52  ; in 
1S93,  35  i in  1892,  22  ; an  increase  of  22  over  1894, 

52  over  1892. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  of  each  disease  were  as 
follows  : — 


Smallpox  5 (vide  note) 
Scarlet  Fever  45 
Diphtheria  7 
Membr.  Croup  2 
Enteric  Fever  13 
Puerperal  — 
Erysipelas  2 


in  1894,  I increase  4. 

„ 28  „ 17. 

,,  9 deciease  2. 

,,  2 increase  1 1. 

2 decrease  2. 

>)  1 ))  5' 


At  the  Convalescent  Hospital  there  were  5 cases  of 
Erysipelas  and  i of  Enteric  Fever  notified  as  compared  with 
4 cases  of  Erysipelas  and  i of  Scarlet  Fever  in  1894.  All 
these  cases  except  the  Enteric  Fever  were  removed  at  once 
to  the  Monsall  Fever  Hospital.  The  case  of  Enteric  was  too 
ill  to  be  moved,  and  was  completely  isolated  at  the  Hospital. 

At  the  x\sylum  there  were  no  cases  of  infectious 
disease  notified. 


At  the  Warehousemen  and  Clerks’  Schools  there  was 
an  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  in 
which  19  of  the  pupils  were  attacked.  All  these  cases  were 
treated  in  their  own  Sanatorium  ; there  was  no  fatal  case. 

In  every  case  of  infectious  disease  that  was  notified 
I visited  the  house  at  once,  and  with  the  medical  gentleman 
in  attendance  and  with  the  aid  of  your  inspector,  took  pre- 
cautions as  far  as  possible  to  check  its  spread,  with  fairly 
satisfactory  results  ; in  no  case  did  the  disease  spread  directly 
to  other  houses,  but  as  the  cases  occurred  in  families  where 
strict  isolation  was  impossible,  the  disease  attacked  other 
members  of  the  family,  and  this  accounts  for  the  great  increase 
in  the  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever. 


SMALLPOX. 

As  regards  the  cases  notified  as  Smallpox,  as  soon 
as  possible  after  receiving  the  notifications  I had  an  interview 
with  the  medical  gentleman  in  attendance,  who  very 
courteously  allowed  me  to  visit  the  cases.  I made  a most 
careful  examination  of  them,  and  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  illnesses  had  arisen,  with  the  result  that  I arrived 
at  a different  conclusion  from  the  medical  gentleman  in 
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attendance — as  to  the  nature  of  the  disease  which  I con- 
sidered to  be  Chicken  Pox.  Dr.  Porter,  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  Stockport,  at  the  request  of  the  Sanitary  Committee, 
also  made  a careful  and  independent  examination  of  the  cases, 
and  he  also  expressed  his  opinion  that  they  were  cases  of 
Chicken  Pox.  I enjoined  strict  isolation  and  the  use  of 
disinfectants.  At  this  time  several  cases  of  Chicken  Pox 
came  under  my  notice,  all  of  which  were  connected  with  the 
School  which  was  attended  by  the  patients  notified  as  suffering 
from  Smallpox. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

45  cases  were  notified,  bsing  17  more  than  the 
previous  year.  The  majority  of  cases  occurred  in  Cheadle 
and  Cheadle  Hulme — the  Stockport  Boundary  of  the  district, 
where  for  the  last  two  years  the  majority  of  cases  occurred 
was  during  the  year  very  free  from  the  disease.  Generally 
the  disease  was  of  a mild  type,  but  in  Cheadle  Hulme  out  of 
eight  cases  notified  two  Avere  fatal.  Among  these  eight  cases 
one  occurred  in  the  Schoolmaster’s  house,  which  is  connected 
with  and  communicates  with  the  Infants’  Schools.  I 
recommended  to  your  Sanitary  Committee  that  the  Infant 
School  be  closed  till  the  house  be  free  from  infection  ; and 
that  the  Mixed  Schools  be  closed  for  a fortnight.  This  I 
think  prevented  a serious  outbreak  of  the  disease  in  that  part 
of  the  district.  No  other  case  occurred  there.  In  a family 
where  the  mother  daily  expected  her  confinement,  and  another 
member  was  recovering  from  a serious  illness  the  medical 
gentleman  in  attendance  asked  me,  if  possible,  to  remove  a 
child  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever.  Dr.  IMrter,  mving  to  the 
urgent  and  exceptional  circums:ances,  kindly  received  the 
patient  into  the  Stockport  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases. 
Most  of  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  Cheadle  occurred  among 
the  children  attending  one  of  the  Day  Schools  in  the  district, 
which  was  thoroughly  disinfected  by  your  Inspector.  The 
drainage  was  found  to  be  very  defective,  and  has  since  been 
rendered  efficient. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 

Eleven  of  these  cases  occurred  after  the  exceptionally 
hot  weather  in  September.  In  each  case  the  milk  and  regular 
water  supply  were  free  from  suspicion.  In  one  case  the 
patient  had  drunk,  when  out  on  a pic-nic,  some  running  water 
which  Avas  contaminated  by  seAvage.  As  regards  the  other 
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cases  : — In  two  the  patients  had  worked  near  some  sewage 
and  nightsoil ; in  another  there  was  an  escape  of  sewer  gas 
from  an  imperfect  drainage  ; in  the  others  the  infection  was 
taken  outside  the  district.  Two  cases  were  fatal,  and  in  one 
of  these  the  patient  travelled  by  railway  into  the  district  while 
suffering  from  the  disease.  One  of  the  cases,  that  of  a 
pauper,  was  removed  by  the  courtesy  of  Dr.  Porter  to  the 
Stockport  Hospital  for  Infectious  diseases. 

DIPHTHERIA  & CASES  NOTIFIED  AS  MEMBRANOUS 

CROUP. 

The  probable  causes  of  these  cases  was  the  unsanitary 
conditions  about  the  defective  drainage  of  the  houses  where 
they  occurred — which  your  Inspector  rectified  as  soon  as 
possible.  The  two  cases  of  Membranous  Croup  were  fatal. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

Only  two  cases  were  notified — they  were  very  slight, 
and  call  for  no  special  remark. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

There  was  no  case  notified. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  FOR  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

The  same  remarks  that  were  made  in  previous  years 
wall  apply,  viz.  : — There  are  no  arrangements  for  removing 
cases  of  infectious  disease  except  smallpox.  I am  not  aware 
that  during  the  year  anything  has  been  done  in  the  matter. 
The  Barnes  Convalescent  Hospital  and  the  Asylum  are  con- 
nected with  Monsall  Fever  Hospital,  and  send  their  cases 
there.  The  Warehousemen  and  Clerks’  Schools  have  their 
own  sanatorium. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  Influenza  was  very 
prevalent  in  the  district,  but  generally  the  cases  were  not 
severe,  only  one  death  directly  due  to  it  having  occurred. 
Near  the  Stockport  boundary  of  the  district  there  were 
several  cases  of  measles,  and  some  of  them  of  a severe  type. 
Four  cases  proved  fatal.  Whooping  cough  has  been  preva- 
lent in  the  district  since  the  summer. 

Appended  is  your  Inspector’s  Report  for  the  year  ; 
as  before,  much  good  work  was  done  in  this  department. 
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Inspector’s  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work  completed 

during  the  year  1895.  Totals. 

No.  of  Complaints  received  during  the  year,  exclusive  of  Complaints 
re  House  Refuse  Removal 
,,  Houses,  Premises,  &c Inspected 

,,  Cases  of  Overcrowding  Abated... 

Results  of  Inspection — Orders  Issued  for  Sanitary  Amendments  of 

Houses  and  Premises 

,,  ,,  Houses.  Premises,  &c..  Cleansed,  Repaired, 

Whit'  washed,  &c.  ... 

,,  Houses  Disinfected  after  illness  of  an  Infec- 

tious Character 

House  Drains— Repaired,  Cleansed,  Trapped,  &c,,  and  connected 

with  Sewers  .. 

,,  ,,  Ventilated 

Privies  and  Waterclosets — Repaired,  &c. 

,,  ,,  ,.  Supplied  with  Water 

,,  ,,  ,,  New  provided 

Dust  Bins — New  provided 

,,  ,,  Repaired,  Covered,  &c. 

Water  Supply — Town's  Water  Supplied 

,,  ,,  Cisterns  Cleansed,  Repaired,  and  Covered  ... 

„ „ Waste  Pipes  connected  with  Drains,  &c.,  abolished... 

Miscellaneous. 

No.  of  Lodging-Houses  registered  under  35th  Section  of  the 
“ Sanitary  Act,  1866,”  or  goth  Section  of  ‘‘  Public  Heal  h 
Act  1875  ” ...  ...  ...  ’ ... 

Dust  Removal  attended  to  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . loads 

Removal  of  Accumulations  of  Dung,  Stagnant  W^ater,  Animal  and 
other  Refuse  ... 

Animals  Removed,  being  improperly  kept 
Regularly  Inspected — Bakehouse 

,,  ,,  Incensed  Cowsheds 

,,  ,,  Licensed  Slaughterhouses 

Legal  Proceedings,  i.e.,  Summonses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

* Four  of  this  number  were  Schools,  f Includes  6 cowsheds  and  farmhouses. 

The  Sewage  Outfall  Works  are  practically  finished, 
and  will  be  very  soon  ready  for  use.  There  is  still  one  part  of 
the  district  in  which  the  new'  sewer  has  to  be  laid.  Three 
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streets  have  been  sewered,  and  the  houses  abutting  on  them 
connected.  In  several  houses  the  privies  were  replaced  by 
waste  water  closets,  which  your  Inspector  informs  me  work 
very  satisfactorily. 

Water  Supply.— That  from  the  Stockport  Water 
Works  is  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  district.  Several  wells 
supplying  houses  at  a distance  from  the  mains  have  been 
cleansed,  repaired,  and  covered. 

Slaughter  Houses. — These  are  still  unlicensed. 
I visited  all  of  them  with  your  Inspector.  Some  of  the 
improvements  suggested  at  previous  inspections  were  carried 
out.  Though  most  of  them  were  in  a clean  condition,  there 
is  still  room  for  improvement  in  the  way  some  of  them  are 
kept. 
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Da  iries  and  Cowsheds.  — There  are  54  in  the 
district.  I and  your  Inspector  visited  them  from,  time  to 
time.  They  are  well  kept  and  clean,  and,  where  we  had  to 
suggest  any  improvenrent  or  alteration,  they  were  carried  out 
to  the  satisfaction  of  your  Inspector. 

Recreation  Ground. — A few  ladies  and  gentlemen 
belonging  to  the  village  gave  a field  of  about  seven  acres,  at 
a cost  of  over  ;^i,ooo,  to  the  District  Council,  wTich  was 
accepted  by  the  Council  for  use  as  a recreation  ground.  It 
is  now  used  as  such,  and  is  very  highly  appreciated. 

Cemetery. — During  the  year  the  Council  have 
arranged  to  purchase  a very  suitable  plot  of  land  for  a 
Cemetery,  and  I am  informed  that  it  will  probably  be  opened 
early  in  the  current  year. 

Emptying  Ashpits  and  Disposal  of  Refuse. — 
Particulars  are  stated  in  the  Inspector’s  Report  appended. 

Unwholesome  Food. — As  far  as  I know,  none  was 
exposed  for  sale  in  the  district. 

Common  Lodging*  Houses. — There  are  none  in  the 

district. 

Unhealthy  Houses. — The  Council  ordered  some 
cottages  in  Ads  wood,  wdiich  I had  reported  upon,  to  be  closed 
as  unfit  for  human  habitation,  owing  to  their  A^ery  damp  and 
dirty  condition. 

Overcrowding. — There  were  two  cases,  which  were 
dealt  with  by  your  Inspector. 

New  Houses. — Twenty-one  have  been  built  and 
occupied.  They  Avere  all  supplied  Avith  Avater-closets  and 
toAvn’s  water.  The  requirements  of  your  bye-laws  have  been 
complied  with  in  every  case. 

Elementary  Schools. — I have  inspected  the  schools 
in  the  district,  and  found  that  during  the  year  their  sanitary 
and  other  arrangements  had  been  re-modelled.  They  now 
meet  all  the  requirements  of  the  Educational  Department 
of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

JOHN  H.  GODSON,  M.B.,  B.C., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Cheadle  and  Gatley. 
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